The Tram Post of Hamburg (1922 — 1943)
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The picture shows a tram on line 33 (Wilstorf to Hamburg Centre) crossing the bridge of the
river Elbe. The post box is fixed above the coupling.

Aim of the exhibit

The exhibit shows the story of the tram post in Hamburg (1922 — 1943) for ordinary letters. In this time
people were permitted to post their letters into pox boxes on the tramcars.

Foreword

In Hamburg the ,Reichspost (imperial post) used the extensive tram network for postal service. The
tram network in Hamburg was in a star configuration at the central railway station.

The purporse of the transportation was a fast supply lead of the letters in the post internal circuit.
Letterboxes on street corners or in post-office buildings were emptied regularly one to three times per
day; tram mailboxes nearly every hour. Every box reaching the central points was emptied. The
transmission time for letters could be shortened to around one to two days. A contract was entered
between the “Reichsposf” and the "HHA™ ("Hamburger Hochbahn Aktiengesellschaff’ — Hamburg
elevated railway corporation) concemning the postal service and was effective from the 1. September
1920. Between 1. September 1920 and 31. December 1921 only express letters or telegrams were
allowed to be send. The “HHA" fastened pox boxes to the tramcars. Emptying places were located
near Hamburg central station. Because of the success of this postal service ordinary letters were also
allowed to be posted; these however required special charges of 75 Pfennig; beginning 1. January
1922. For telegrams and express letters no special fee was to be paid.

Plan of the exhibit
1. Foreword, General and History
Stadtrohrpost; Closed mail bag system; Mailboxes; Post Office 1 "Hilhnerposten™;
The "Postpavilon™; Cancel
2. Changes of the special charge in the time of hyperinflation (1. January 1922 - 30. November 1923)
3. Constant charge 5 Pfennig (1. December 1923 - July 1943)
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3.4.1 Incoming mail
3.4.2 Express letter so occupied countries

3.5 Army postal service

3.6 The End of the Tram Post 1943

3.7 Schaffnerpost Altrahistedt - Volksdorf - Wohidorf (1909 - 1922)
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5. Summary



1. Foreword, General and History
Stadtrohrpost (city pneumatic tube system) of Hamburg

To forward telegrams and letters quickly pneumatic tube line was put in Hamburg into operation on 1 February 1887.

As an example of the construction was the 1853 between the London Stock Exchange and the Central Telegraph
Office built city pneumatic tube system. Manufacturer of the system in Hamburg was the Hamburg-based companies
K A. Gutknecht Later built this company also the systems in Rio de Janeiro and New York. The pipelines consisted

of 65 mm iron pipes manufactured in diameter.

City pneumatic
post tube system

In 1912, the network had a length of 19.5 kilometres. At this time, 10 post offices were connected in Hamburg, as well
as the post office Altona (Prussia). In the building of the Postal Administration of Hamburg the post office Hamburg 36
and the post office Hamburg 2 were accommodated at the same time. In the post office Hamburg 36 was a central

point of the pneumatic post system.
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The postcard shows the post office Hamburg 36 in which also the post office 2 was. Lithograph postcard used 1901.

(publishing house Heinr. Gethmann, Hamburg Borgfelde).
Right: Stadtrohrpostapparat (pneumatic tube station) from 1887.




Post tram system of Hamburg
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Increasing postal traffic,
shortage of personnel and the
effects of the war forced the
Reichspost in Hamburg to find
ways to transport parcels and
letters economically.

Already before 1900, the tram
network was used to transport
closed mail bags by courier
from one post office to another.
Now the Reichspost began to
use its own post tram mail
vans on the extensive rail
system of the tram.

Older sidecar were 1917
rebuilt, equipped with sliding
doors and used as a van.
Some post offices even got a
direct siding.

For philatelists there are no
identifiable features on the
documents, which were
transported by the post mail
trains.

Post Tram System
/': (1918 - 1927)

/ Postant
I _— Harbyrg-Wilhelmsburg

The average daily 38 trips were carried out by the tram driver of the HHA. About 425 km was the daily
distance. The HHA received 50 Pfennigs compensation per kilometre driven. (HHA - Hamburger
Hochbahn Aktiengeselischaft, which operated the tram network).



For example Tram line 26 (Ringbahn around the city center)

Ring-Line: "Glockengielerwall" - "Georgplatz" - "Lombardsbricke" (today "John -F.-Kennedy-Briicke") -
"Stephansplatz” - "Ringstrasse” - "Millerntor” - "Syiter Allee"” - "Landungsbriicken” - "Kayen" - "Dovenfleeth” -
"Messberg” - "Steintorwall" - "Glockengiesserwall”.

Hamburg  Chile~ u. Ballinhaus

Line 26. Postcard (Verlag Karl Wilbert, Hamburg 36, Neustatter Sir.): "Burchhardplatz™ (1924). The postcard shows
a Z1 motor car. The Ringbahn was integrated in 1918 from the "Strassen-Eisenbahn.Gesellschaft SEG" in the
HHA. The tramcar of the line 26 carries the red R as a roof sign.
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The Rinbahn touched 10 post offices in Hamburg. The staffs of the Post Office 1 and the Postpavilion sorted the
incoming mails in mailbags. Every mailbag was for another delivery post office. The mailbags were then delivered via
the ring train to the destination post offices by courier. Thus, the delivery of mail bags to the delivery post offices could

be done quickly and easily. At the same time, the pneumatic tube system was relieved of the normal letters, which
was mainly intended for telegrams and express letters.



For example Tram line 11

Line 11: Borgfelde (Burgstrasse) - Graumannsweg - Lange Reihe - Hermannstrasse - Rathausmarkt - Stephansplatz
- Dammtor - Schaferkampsallee - Eimsbdttel - Langenfelde (Kieler Strasse).
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Post box

Post box on the tram line 11. Postcard "Stephansplatz with Hotel Esplanade” (publisher Amold Cohn, Hamburg).
Two-axle tram motorcar V1 2019. The typical rear and front of the motorcar with 5 side windows. The route of line 11
was changed from 14.10.1924 on Hammer Park - Central Station - MonckebergstraBe - Rathausmarkt -
Stephansplatz - Schaferkampallee - Langenfeide. The tram mailbox service was introduced in Hamburg on 1.9.1920.
The emptying of the tram mailboxes of the line 11 took place at the Hauptbahnhof (main station) by the employees of
the "Postpavillions”. The collected telegrams, express letters and normal letters from the street mail box were sent to

the post office 1 "HOhnerposten™ by pneumatic post system or manually through a walk-in tunnel below the rail
system.

f-#!'}%— ; ‘—'\‘-.-- *?"*'%H‘fm"vuv- I #Wmmr#;&:m- -‘ng?
f Namburg. Neaes Po-mebanda beim Cenu-l-Ba.lmhef }"“ e

b SR ¥
o Fidty

"II i Nﬂ“"

At the last car of
the trams, which
touched the
Stephansplatz or
the Hauptbahnhof
( main station), a
mailbox was
attached..

The coloured postcard (publisher Kunstverlag A.N.H. - used 1916) shows the mail railway sidings and the building of
the main post office 1 "Hilhnerposten” in the year 1905. This post building is opposite the Hauptbahnhof (central
station). The office Hamburg 1 (Postbahnhof - so called "Hithnerposten” ) is still without roofing. In the foreground to
the right is a guardhouse of the station "Klostertor”. In 1905, the railway line to Altona was still in operation.




































































































































